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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS SEIZURE IN NORTHERN SRI LANKA 

1. SRI LANKA HEAD OF POLICE NARCOTICS DIVISION R. SUNDERALINGAM 
TODAY(AUGUST 16) CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS OF SEIZURE OF RAW OPIUM BY 
LOCAL POLICE IN V ALVETTITURAI NEAR JAFFNA, IN NORTHERN SRI 
LANKA. ACCORDING TO SUNDERALINGAM. 14 LBS OF RAW OPIUM 
PACKED IN ONE POUND BUNDLES WERE DISCOVERED CONCEALED IN A 
WALL DURING CUSTOMS RAID. POLICE NOTICED THAT 
TAPS ON WALL PRODUCED HOLLOW SOUND AND DISCOVERED CAVITY 
COVERED BY BOARD THAT HAD BEEN PLASTERED AND PAINTED. 

UNNAMED PERSON ARRESTED WITH OPIUM WAS FINED 1,000 RUPEES 
BY MAGISTRATE'S COURT (MAXIMUM PENALTY UNDER CEYLONESE DRUG 
ABUSE LAWS). SUNDERALINGAM SAYS OIC V ALVETTITURAI POLICE 
TOLD HIM THEY HAD ALSO SEIZED EIGHT POUNDS OF OPIUM RECENTLY 
IN SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES. SUNDERALINGAM QUOTES PRICE FOR 
RAW OPIUM IN JAFFNA AS RS. 750 PER POUND (US$1.00 EQUALS 
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RS. 6.2775) AND IN COLOMBO AS RS. 1,900 PER POUND. 
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2. COMMENT: V ALVETTITURAI IS KNOWN AS "SMUGGLERS' 

PARADISE" AND COULD LOGICALLY BE MAJOR TRANSIT POINT 
FOR OPIUM SMUGGLED TO SRI LANKA FROM INDIA. SUNDERALINGAM 
SAYS HE IS 'TOO PERCENT SURE" THAT THIS SEIZED OPIUM IS OF 
INDIAN ORIGIN, ALTHOUGH NO LAB TESTING HAS BEEN COMPLETED. 
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